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T he way we celebrate Christmas in our culture is becoming more and more interesting to me.  First of all, I 

am not one of those “bah, humbug” Christians that has to point out the downfalls of our current secular practice when 

it comes to celebrating Christmas.  There remain many good things that come out of the celebration.  Christmas is 

filled with all sorts of promises made and kept.  Scads of decisions to make about what, where, who and when.  That’s 

Christmas!  We should remind those around us that God made promises in the Old Testament that He kept in Jesus 

Christ! 

The common understanding among secular thinkers and some so-called Christian theologians is that mankind has 

emerged from the slime of the primordial world to become like God.  But the Bible has an entirely different take on 

this idea.  Man was created first in the image of God, but he fell into the slime of sin and moral devolution, and he 

needs someone to pull him out it! 

This is the true story and the state of humanity, a state we have in common with our first parents.  This is also the sto-

ry of Christmas.  We think of Jesus born in Bethlehem as the first Christmas, but there may be a Christmas which is 

earlier.  Am I saying there are two Incarnations?  No, hardly.  I am talking about the promise which was just as real in 

its power as the Incarnation.  The promise made within the curse given to Adam and Eve because of their sin. 

When God confronted Eve about what she had done in Genesis chapter three, she responded by shifting blame to the 

serpent.  After all, it was the serpent’s crafty lying which swayed her to distrust God.  When we are conned, we do 

feel like the victim.  Eve played the victim card and she said to God, “The snake tricked me, that’s why I ate the fruit.”  

Then this pronouncement was made: 

The Lord God said to the snake, 

“Because you did this, 

    a curse will be put on you. 

    You will be cursed as no other animal, tame or wild, will ever be. 

You will crawl on your stomach, 
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    and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 

I will make you and the woman 

    enemies to each other. 

Your descendants and her descendants 

    will be enemies. 

One of her descendants will crush your head, 

    and you will bite his heel.” (Gen. 3: 14-15 NCV) 

God did judge the con artist in this situation.  He also judged Adam and Eve for believing an obvious lie in the first 

place.  It is in the last sentence, however, that we find the promise of Christmas, “One of her descendants will crush your 

head, and you will bite his heel.”  Eve didn’t understand it at the time and all of humanity would have to wait for a long 

time to know exactly what this sentence meant.  Its meaning was that Jesus would be born of a woman, after living a 

sinless life He would go to the cross and die.  This is where the serpent bit His heel.  By his death on the cross, Jesus 

paid the penalty for our sins.  In so doing He crushed the head of the serpent.  He crushed the power and dominion of 

Satan in a decisive way.  Christmas is foretold in Genesis.  It is there, right in the beginning!   

God made a promise and decision, the decision to save us.  (Now that’s a real infralapsarian position!)   He would undo 

the con of the cosmic con-man by sending His own Son.  Christmas begs a response from each one of us, will we ac-

cept the promise and make the decision to accept what God has given us in His Son?   

Think about it!  Merry Christmas! 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Doug Brandt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 5:30 p.m. 

Join us at a special service for our children with the 

showing and telling of a Christmas story and singing of 

carols. Nursery care is provided in the green room. 

December 24, 9:30 p.m. 

Join us for a traditional candlelight service. 

Both evening services held in Sanctuary. 

 

December 30 

NO Sunday School 

Worship, 11:00 a.m. 

The Women's Monday Morning Bible Study will 

meet Monday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in St. 

David’s Conference Room. We will be reviewing and then 

continuing our Spring study, Relying on The Holy Spirit, by 

Charles Stanley. It is not too late to join this study. Con-

tact Susan Prosser for more information at 724 942-5427.  

The Women’s Thursday Evening Bible Study meets 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Office. They are going to begin 

studying the book Unshakeable Trust: Find The Joy Of Trust-

ing God At All Time In All Things by Joyce Meyer. Contact 

Cyndi Taylor for more information at 724 941-6210. 

Our next Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, December 8th at 

9:00 a.m. at the Bob Evans in Peters. We hope you will join 

us! 



Children’s Ministry News 
                                December 2018  

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas… 

Blessings to all as we enter the unique Season of  

Advent…!! 
 

On Sundays:   
During the regular Sunday morning program, nursery, Sunday School, and  

Children’s Church have all been going very well. 
 

Special Events:   

On November 10, several families participated in that month’s Service Event by helping to cook for THE MEN’S 

BREAKFAST, which we held at St David’s for the occasion. Following an exciting time in the kitchen, two parents, 

five children, a teen helper and myself had a yummy breakfast together with the eleven men present, resulting in inspir-

ing and informative intergenerational fellowship! 



Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on our 

church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website 

(www.peterscreekchurch.org)! 

 

COMING UP NEXT:   
 

We’ll be blessed, once again, by PCEPC families taking turns as liturgists for 

the Advent Wreath Lighting throughout Advent, on Christmas Eve, and on  

Something new this year will be an added element to our annual Christmas Dinner on December 9, a PCEPC 

Mini Talent Show… I am excited about the ideas I’ve already heard being floated already, and I can’t wait to see how 

entertaining that evening will get! 
 

Won’t you consider signing up, as well? 
 

Your “Talent Demonstration” could entail many things…. Playing a piece on an instrument;… reading a Christmas-

themed poem,… telling family-themed jokes,... or singing a song…You might even consider juggling or a dance number, 

or bouncing a soccer ball on one knee...! Time is short--don’t delay, and don’t be shy!  
 

When Christmas will have arrived, you’ll be invited to participate in the Family and child-friendly afternoon Christ-

mas Eve Service at 5:30 pm (childcare will be provided!); and also in our nighttime Candlelight Service at 

9:30 pm (no nursery at this time).   

Merry Christmas!! 
…THANK YOU, Church Family, for all your support of  PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  

           Yours, in Him,      Katie Brandt 

https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org


 

 

Angel Tree 

        As we all get busy, we know to keep Christ at the center of 

our Christmas celebrations.  But, children are writing to Santa with 

their Christmas list and the stores are busy with shoppers.  We 

are blessed as a church, with the opportunity of sharing the love of 

God with  five local children. We hope they will enjoy this Christ-

mas like never before.  These children need so much, from socks 

and pajamas to school clothes.  And of course, there would have 

to be some toys on their lists. 

        Please consider taking a tag from our “Giving Tree”. The gifts 

should be brought to church by Sunday, December 16th.  Please do not wrap them.   

         On one child’s note his teacher wrote, “This boy needs clothes.  He wears his dad’s clothes to school” 

My heart can hear Jesus saying, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you”   John 

15:12  

December 

Mission of the Month 

Deacons stuffing stockings to give to our soldiers at their meeting on November 

13th at Barb Wylie’s house. 



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

724-941-6210  

www.peterscreekchurch.org 

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Christmas Potluck Dinner will be held on Sunday, Decem-

ber 9th at 5:00 p.m. Please bring a side dish to share.  Meat, potatoes, 

dessert and beverages will be provided. 

After dinner we will have our traditional Christmas Carol Sing– Along. 

Bring the whole family out for a night of Christmas fun with your church 

family! 

Please sign up at the Information Table by Sunday December 

2nd to give us an idea of  how many to prepare for. 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacons are once again, with the help of the Bebout nursery, providing 

poinsettias.  We have 30 plants ordered.  Please know that when we 

reach 30 orders we will NOT be able to take any extras. The poinsettias 

this year will cost $7.25. Orders must be in to Cyndi in the office 

by December 10th.  Orders may be placed by using the Season-

al Flower envelope in the Friendship Book. Christmas Eve falls on 

Monday this year and you may take them home with you after the Christ-

mas Eve service.   

Dear People of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 

 

Thank you so much for having me back to participate in your worship 

service! I enjoyed being a part of your Reformation Sunday and I was hap-

py to see all of the lovely people here again! I plan to donate half of your 

generous payment to a charity. Again, I can’t thank you enough for having 

me! 

 

Sincerely, 

Glenna Van Dyke 


